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DARTFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 

LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE 
 

MINUTES of the meeting of the Licensing Sub-Committee held on Wednesday 13 
July 2022 at 2.30 pm 

 
PRESENT: 
 

Councillor D A Hammock (Chairman) 
Councillor D E Hunnisett 
Councillor A E D Barham (Substitute) 
 

 
 Dartford Borough Council Officers:- 

 
 Sarah Cotton – Solicitor 
 Joanne Philpott – Licensing Manager 
 Caroline Hillman – Licensing & Events Co-ordination 

Officer  
 Gloria Minshull – Environmental Health Officer 
 David Hook – Democratic Services Officer 

 
 

1. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN  
 
Councillor D A Hammock was proposed, seconded and duly elected 
Chairman of the meeting. 
 

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
An apology for absence had been received from Councillor Tom Maddison 
due to sudden ill health, with Councillor Anita Barham kindly substituting. 
 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
There were no declarations of interests. 
 

4. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS SUB-COMMITTEES HELD ON 2 AND 30 JULY 
2020  
 
In the absence of any attending Member having participated in the Sub-
Committee proceedings held on 2 and 30 July 2020 respectively, the 
published records for both meetings were assumed to be accurate as 
approved by the presiding Chairman on each occasion. 
 

5. URGENT ITEMS  
 
The Chairman confirmed that there were no urgent items for the Sub-
Committee to consider. 
 

6. RULES OF PROCEDURE  
 
The Chairman introduced Members present and called upon others present to 
identify themselves.  He then explained to the parties that the Sub-Committee 
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intended to follow the procedure detailed in the Licensing Sub-Committee 
Rules of Procedure, circulated as Item 6 to the agenda, and asked the Clerk 
to confirm the emergency evacuation procedure for attendees.  
 

7. APPLICATION BY DARTFORD SOCIAL CLUB LTD FOR A VARIATION TO 
THE CLUB PREMISES CERTIFCATE HELD AT 59 LOWFIELD STREET, 
DARTFORD, KENT DA1 1HP  
 
The Council’s Licensing Manager introduced her report which explained that 
the Club had made an application under Section 84 of the Licensing Act 2003 
to vary the Club Premises Certificate in respect of 59 Lowfield Street, 
Dartford, Kent DA1 1HP. The application was to vary the trading hours, with 
proposed additional conditions as set out in Part 4 to Appendix B of the report 
as follows:  
   

  
(a) Relevant licensable activities: 

 
 Sale and supply of alcohol for consumption by or on behalf 

of the club to members and guests on the premises. 
 Regulated entertainment, including films, plays, indoor 

sporting events, the performance of dance, live music and 
recorded music 

 
(b)  Hours for the sale and supply of alcohol: 
 

Monday to Thursday 11:00 to 23:00 
Friday and Saturday 11:00 to 00:30 
Sunday 11:00 to 22:30 
Sunday of the AGM 10:00 to 22:30 
New Year’s Eve 11:00 to 01:00 
 

(c) Hours for regulated Entertainment – Plays, films, performance 
of dance and indoor sporting events: 

 
Monday to Saturday 11:00 to 23:30 
Sunday 11:00 to 23:00 
 
Live Music: 
 
Monday to Thursday 19:00 to 23:00 
Friday and Saturday 19:00 to 01:00 
Sunday 12:00 to 22:30 
 
Recorded Music 
 
Monday to Thursday 11:00 to 23:30 
Friday and Saturday 11:00 to 01:00 
Sunday 11:00 to 23:00 
New Year’s Eve 11:00 to 01:30 

 
 (d) Other times premises proposed to be open to the public:  
    

Monday to Thursday 11:00 to 23:30 
Friday and Saturday 11:00 to 01:00 
Sunday 11:00 to 23:00 
Sunday of the AGM 10:00 23:00 
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New Year’s Eve 11:00 to 01:30 
 

It was noted that the Council’s Environmental Health Services had submitted 
a representation to the application as Responsible Authority, and that the 
attending Environmental Health Officer had been in touch with the Club over 
the implementation of Additional Conditions which would satisfy her concerns. 
The Chairman invited the Applicant’s representatives to put their case for 
variation to the current Club Premises Certificate. 
 
Mr Craig Chapman, Committee Member of Dartford Social Club advised the 
Sub-Committee that the Club had a long tradition in the Borough dating back 
over 100 years. The Club was currently run on a social, family friendly basis, 
but wanted to expand its operation to meet growing demand in Dartford’s 
night-time economy for longer licensing hours, and to showcase local bands, 
in addition to providing recorded music. The Club’s hall had recently been 
used for a Crafts Fair and local schools used the hall for a variety of after-
school activities, all of which would benefit from a refurbishment of the Club 
premises. 
 
The Sub-Committee posed a number of questions to Mr Chapman and the 
Club’s Bar Manager, Michaela Tebble, and sought clarification on why the 
Club did not increase its membership to accrue more revenue, apply for 
individual temporary event notices (TENs) for band nights and what measures 
it proposed to limit noise and public nuisance concerns expressed by current 
residents of the adjacent Instone House, and for the future, given the 
substantial new residential development underway opposite the premises. 
 
In response Mr Chapman advised that Club membership had fallen during the 
COVID pandemic but that a recruitment drive was underway to return the 
membership to pre-pandemic levels. The Club wished to promote itself as a 
permanent local live music venue, rather than apply for TENs on a periodic 
basis. The Club were not aware of the rear Emergency Fire door being open 
or the location used as a smoking area and proposed to alarm the door to 
prevent such use or unauthorised entry/egress. The designated smoking area 
was outside the front of the Club and all members and guests were 
encouraged to use that area and no other. Signage had already been erected 
asking customers to be respectful of the neighbours and to keep noise to a 
minimum when using the designated smoking area and leaving the premises. 
Customers were not permitted to take drinks outside the premises or to the 
designated smoking area, which had a self-closing door. 
 
Mr Chapman explained that the Club’s Committee took any anti-social or 
criminal behaviour by members or their guests very seriously. Offenders could 
risk disciplinary action and a ban from the premises. With regard to the 
extension of licensing hours, the local Town Centre Police Office, PC Ian 
Pickett, had advised that the retention of drinking customers within a licensed 
premises could help reduce any anti-social behaviour in Dartford’s streets 
during the hours of the night-time economy. Regarding the claim of public 
urination outside/near to the Club’s entrance, the Club’s management had 
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requested sight of the relevant video footage, and if any member or any guest 
of a member was found to be responsible, both would be banned for life. 
 
He also advised the Sub-Committee that the Club had clarified restrictions 
outside the premises with the Council’s Parking Services and were providing 
this information to any users, such as bands, who might need to unload 
equipment, and confirmed that taxis did collect customers from the front of the 
premises. 
It was noted that the Club were exploring the possibility of installing a 
mechanical ventilation system at the premises and liaising with the Council’s 
Environmental Health Services. However, the Sub-Committee recognised that 
this would be very expensive to install. 
   
The Chairman thanked Mr Chapman for his further responses and 
undertakings and invited Gloria Minshull, Dartford Council Environmental 
Health Officer (EHO), to explain the representation submitted on behalf of the 
Council’s Environmental Health Services to the application.   
 
Members were referred to the EHO’s email of 18 May 2022 [page 59 in the 
agenda pack], in which she explained that the Additional Conditions proposed 
in the presentation would effectively control any public nuisance  emanating 
from the premises or resulting from the activities  of the business of the Club. 
If these Additional Conditions were to be imposed, Environmental Health 
Services would be satisfied and willing to support the application. An 
amendment to the 1st of the suggested Additional Conditions was proposed to 
make provision for the use of the jukebox at the premises under the control of 
the staff at the Club, and to clarify that the condition was only intended to 
apply to external doors and windows. 
 
Representations had been received from a local resident and the Managing 
Agent for the freeholder of Instone House a converted residential building at 
the rear of Dartford Social Club, regarding the negative effect the granting of 
increased licensing hours would have on the licensing objective of Public 
Nuisance [Appendices D and E in the Agenda refer]. These written 
representations were considered by the Sub-Committee, but neither party 
took the opportunity to attend the proceedings.  
  
The Applicant, and the Environmental Health Officer (EHO) were invited to 
make closing statements. 
 
Mr Craig Chapman [Club Committee Member], summarised his earlier 
representations that Dartford Social Club was a family friendly social club with 
a 100 year history in the Borough. The Club wished to evolve and progress 
with the times, and compete with other venues in Dartford’s night-time 
economy. The Club had no objection to the Additional Conditions proposed by 
the EHO and hoped that an increase in the present licensing hours would 
provide the additional revenue required to further update the Club’s present 
facilities.  
 
The Environmental Health Officer confirmed that if all the Additional 
Conditions she had proposed [and discussed previously with the Club], were 
imposed, Environmental Health Services would not oppose the application.  
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The Sub-Committee then withdrew, accompanied by the Clerk to consider its 
decision in closed session. 
 
The Sub-Committee considered the evidence presented, national guidance 
and the Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy, in particular section 5.3 
‘Applicants need to clearly understand that the Licensing Authority will pay 
particular attention to whether or not stricter Conditions should be imposed, 
where licensed premises are in residential areas, with a view to protecting the 
quality of life of residential occupiers’. 
 
  RESOLVED: 
 
That for the reasons detailed below, the application for the variation to the 
Club Premises Certificate held by Dartford Social Club, 59 Lowfield Street, 
Dartford, Kent DA1 1HP be granted in full, but subject to the Additional 
Conditions detailed below. 

 
Reasons for the Decision: 
 
1. The Sub–Committee acknowledged the steps already taken by the 

Applicant to address the concerns raised by all Objectors. The steps 
taken would help promote the licensing objective of the prevention of 
public nuisance. 

 
2. Imposing the additional conditions would alleviate the concerns of the 

Objectors and meet the licensing objective of the prevention of public 
nuisance. Based on the steps already taken by the Club, the Sub-
Committee were satisfied that the conditions would be complied with.   

 
3. It was noted that the Club were exploring the possibility of installing a 

mechanical ventilation system at the premises and liaising with the 
Council’s Environmental Health Section. However, the Sub-Committee 
recognised that this would be very expensive and did not consider that it 
was appropriate, based on the evidence presented before it, to impose a 
condition requiring the installation of such a system. 

 
4. There were already additional safeguards in place to deal with any public 

nuisance, as all Club attendees must be a member of the Club or signed 
in as a guest of a member.  

 
Additional Conditions attached to the Club Premises Certificate: 

 Whenever live or recorded music is played, or is playing, at the 
premises, all external doors and windows at the premises shall be kept 
closed, other than for reasonable access/egress to the premises. This 
condition shall not apply to recorded music being played, or playing, on 
the juke box at the premises, provided that at all times the device is 
restricted to noise levels within the premises which do not interfere with 
normal conversation levels and the audio volume remains under the 
direct control of the bar staff at the premises. 
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 Customers of the premises may only enter and leave the premises 
through the front main access door to the premises, except in an 
emergency. 

 Customers of the premises wishing to smoke during their visit to the 
premises, must use the designated smoking area at the front of the 
premises. 

 Drinks shall not be removed from the licensed area. 
 There shall be prominent signage in the designated smoking area at 

the front of the premises clearly stating that customers should be 
respectful and considerate of neighbours to the premises and should at 
all times keep noise to a minimum. 

 There shall be a prominent sign on the main egress door to the 
premises asking customers to be quiet and behave respectfully when 
leaving the premises. 

 
 
 

The meeting closed at 3.50 pm 
 
  

 
 

Councillor D A Hammock  
CHAIRMAN 

 
 


